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Regional Extension of the Collective Agreement in Electronic Mass Merchandisers:
The Factors Leading to a Unified Collective Agreement

I s

Hiroaki Fujii

Summary

In 2020, the unions and managements of three electronic mass merchandiser companies (YAMADA DENKI Co.,
Ltd., K’S HOLDINGS CORPORATION, and Denkodo Co., Ltd.) reached a unified collective agreement regarding

annual holidays. The agreement resulted in a petition for regional extension stipulated in Article 18 of the Labor

Union Act. Twenty-nine petition cases have been filed for the regional extension of collective agreements in Japan.

The cases were lodged by trade unions, the majority of which were cross-company trade unions, such as industrial,

occupational, and federations of company-based unions. The case of electronic mass merchandisers differs from

previous cases in that each company-based trade union has entered into a unified collective agreement with each

company. In this paper, the factors that led to a unified collective agreement were validated on the basis of

interviews and questionnaire surveys. The results revealed that the factors were the efforts made by UA ZENSEN

and the companies’ understanding of the significance of fair standards.
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